
Biniumin Sherman 

This is my father's brother Biniumin Sherman. The picture was taken in Rakvere in the 1900s.

Grandfather died rather young. The eldest son, my father, had to take care of the family. He did not
study much, just finished cheder and two or three years of compulsory school. Father was very
inquisitive and witty. He was well-read and self-taught. He knew a lot of things.

Father and his younger brother Biniumin learned tinsmith skills from Grandfather. Both of them
worked. Father's brother Biniumin stayed in Rakvere. He worked as a tinsmith. His wife Leya was a
housewife and raised children. Biniumin and Leya had four daughters: Tsilya, Blume, Gerta and
Braine.

Father had his own workshop, where he manufactured different tin things. Father usually worked
by himself in his shop, but he always had an apprentice. When the apprentice had enough skills to
work independently he left, and Father took another apprentice. Uncle Biniumin usually worked on
his own. When there were large orders from the estates - making fencing, roofing - Father and
Uncle worked jointly. They left to the neighboring estate and worked there on the spot.

I remember once they worked on an estate, located 6 kilometers away from Rakvere and stayed
there for three months. Every week Mother, I and Biniumin's wife went there and brought them
food. They came home on Friday evening in order to mark Sabbath at home and go to the
synagogue the next day. It was sacred to them.
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