
Rebecca And Solomon Saltiel 

These are my parents, Rebecca and Solomon Saltiel, photographed by a stranger. The photo was
taken in 1937 or 1938 in Sofia.

My parents were born in 1892 and had secondary education. They spoke Bulgarian and Ladino. My
mother was a housewife and my father was a cobbler. He had a workshop where he repaired
shoes. I do not know how they met or if the marriage was arranged or not, because I was not born
yet. They had a religious wedding in Sofia. They dressed in accordance with the tradition at those
times.
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They read books, but only when they had some free time. My father’s obligation was to earn
money to support us, and my mother’s – to cook and buy food. They also helped us in our
education – advised us what to read and how to study.

My parents were not very religious, but they observed the Jewish traditions – mostly on the high
holidays Pesach, Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, and Sukkot. They were not members of any political
parties or cultural organizations. They got along well with our neighbors, most of whom were Jews,
but there were also Bulgarians who were very tolerant.
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