
Aunt Estreya Bivas 

I know that my mother was part of 9 siblings, that four died when they were young, and that five
were left. Their names: Estreya, Eugenie (Ceni), my mother Ester, Simantov and Nisim. My
mother's younger brother Simantov, was the manager of the famous Salty-Franko stores. He is
buried in Haydarpasa cemetery. His wife who is an Italian Jew was named Colomba and she is
buried in the Italian cemetery in Sisli. My mother’s sister Estreya, who is in the photograph was the
principal of Haydarpasha Jewish school, and her younger sister Eugenie was a teacher in the same
school. Neither one of them married. Usually, the people who work with children do not get
married. It seems to me like their longing for children is satisfied. They were both beautiful but they
did not get married. Estreya was diagnosed with cancer, she died on July 21st, 1962. Eugenie
moved in with another friend. She also died in the 1970's. Both my aunts are buried in the
Haydarpasha Acibadem Mezarligi(cemetery). My mother's younger brother Nisim had left for Paris
when he was 20 years old. Nesim was a self-learner, he raised himself, and became an author in
Paris. He was a vegetarian and represented France in the European Vegetarian Organisation. He
was the special envoy of the president of The World Vegetarian Organisation Jinarajadazo who lived
in India. Every year, when he gave his speech in the general assembly, the audience would tear his
shirt to pieces and keep a piece of it as a fetish. Nisim Levy Bivas who was born in 1900, died due
to a brain tumor in 1945, despite all the efforts of my older sister who was his physician.
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