
Alexander Mirskiy With His Army Comrade 

This is my son Alexander Mirskiy (on the right) with his Soviet army comrade during his service in
Odessa in 1977.

Our son, Alexander, was born in 1958. My son experienced explicit anti-Semitism, when he served
in the Soviet Army in Odessa. My husband and I visited him rather often as Odessa was close by.
Once I came to see my son in the summer. He was given a leave pass and went to the beach. My
son didn’t want to undress, and I made him do that. Then I saw bruises all over his body. I took
pains to make my son tell me the truth. It turned out that he stood up for a Jewish boy, who was
circumcised during childhood. Other soldiers teased him. Then anti-Semites went after my son,
beating him black and blue. No matter how Аlexander asked me not to leak a word of it, I went to
the commander and told him everything. He promised to punish the offenders, but when I came
back, nothing had changed. Then I wrote to the Ministry of Defense in Moscow. After that my son
was transferred to another unit by Kherson, but the bullies weren’t even punished. My son entered
the automobile vocational school and then started teaching driving in the training facility. There he
met a wonderful Jewish girl. Her name was Tuba Nerdinskaya. They got married and they had two
children in a row: Mikhail, born in 1985, and Irina, born in 1986.
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