
Ida Alkalai And Her Brother Josko
Shekerdjiiski As Children 

This is a photo of me and my brother Josko Shekerdjiiski as children. It was taken in Dupnitsa in
1927. My brother is lying down.

My parents were humble people. They respected each other and loved us, the children, very much.
My brother was also very modest. We never gave them much trouble. They weren't very strict, but
raised us warmly and lovingly.

My parents communicated mostly with Jews. Their environment was Jewish. They spoke more of
Ladino than Bulgarian. In the past I heard people saying that Jews spoke Bulgarian with an accent.
The interesting thing was that there were Bulgarians in the Jewish neighborhood who spoke Ladino.
Their environment was Jewish, they communicated with Jews mostly and that's how they learned
Ladino. Some Bulgarians knew Ladino very well, because they had learned it when they were kids,
during their games with the Jewish children. When I was a child, I was friends with all the children
in the neighborhood, both Jewish and Bulgarian. We got along very well.

My brother's name is Josko Shekerdjiiski. He's a little younger than me. He was born in 1927 in
Dupnitsa. He also studied in the Jewish school. As a child he worked for my cousin, Haim
Shekerdjiiski, with whom he made baskets.
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