
Sasha Serikov With His Son Igor 

My son, Sasha Serikov, with his son Igor during a walk at the Dnepr River. The photo was taken in
Kiev in 1971.

In 1959, Sasha finished school and entered the Kharkov Aviation Institute. There was a very good
physics teacher there, and Sasha got fond of theoretical physics. After his third year of studies at
the Aviation Institute, he passed exams to University, the theoretical physics department, and was
accepted to the third year there. For one year Sasha studied in both universities, and then he
decided he would like to study at the Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology, whose diplomas
are highly regarded worldwide. Sasha entered that institute too.

There, he met Irina, who studied at the same institute. When they got married, Sasha was a sixth-
year student and Irina – a fifth-year student. Irina came from the town of Izhevsk, Udmurtia. When
Sasha graduated from the institute and Irina was a sixth-year student, in 1967, she gave birth to
their son Igor. She went to her hometown for delivery, stayed there for two months and then
returned to Moscow to finish her studies. She did not take any vacation from the university. 

Sasha graduated from the institute and entered a post-graduate course in Kiev, in the Theoretical
Physics Institute under the Academy of Sciences. His research adviser was Academician Davydov.
At the age of 38 Sasha was awarded the D. Sc degree. People said he was very gifted. I guess he
was.

My grandson, Igor, lived in Izhevsk till the age of three. Then, in 1970, he was brought to Kiev.
Sasha immediately received a two-room apartment. But he and Irina both worked and it was hard
for them to take care of the child. My husband and I lived in Kharkov until Igor had to go to school.
By that time we both had retired on pension. Semen decided that we had to help raise Igor. So, in
1974 we moved to Kiev.

Igor was a difficult, unbalanced child. But he was very independent. For instance, without telling
anyone, he passed exams to enter a mathematical school, the eighth grade. But he was not
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accepted due to health reasons. However, without any help, he entered the physics and
mathematics department of the University. Igor did not really like to study because he liked
working independently. This boy just could not do something he was not fond of. He wanted to do
only what he believed was necessary. He always saw the purposefulness of his parents and
followed their example. Igor transferred from this department to the department of cybernetics. He
and his three friends accomplished a project for an American company. Upon completion of this
project, this company sent an invitation to work to all four of them. So now, Igor lives in California.
Recently he got married – his wife is a Taiwanese girl from Hong Kong. May they be happy.
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