
Zlata Tkach With Her Son Lev Tkach 

This is me with my son Lev Tkach in my apartment. This photo was taken in Kishinev in 2003. This
is a sad photo taken after the funeral of my husband. My son worked in the Bureau of Propaganda
of Soviet Music till the breakup of the USSR in 1991. The Bureau was closed and Lyova was jobless
for almost three years. By that time it was my turn in the line to buy a car. I bought it, and Lyova
took it to Moscow and earned money by working as a cabdriver in a cooperative. Later, he worked
as a director of the collection fund of musical instruments, and now he works in the Glinka State
Central Museum of Musical Culture in Moscow. His wife Mila works for a real estate company. She is
the breadwinner of the family. My granddaughter, Yulia is 25, she didn't want to study music. She
took a two-year course of language studies and now she is a tour guide. My husband and I
witnessed the rebirth of the Jewish life in Kishinev seven years ago. Yefim began to collect material
about the Holocaust and anti-Semitism. He had cancer and hurried with his work. Two other
activists of the Association of Jewish Organizations and Communities of Moldova, Aurel Guzhel and
Yefim Levit, worked with him. They prepared and published with the help of Joint four collections of
documents and articles on this subject under the title 'We won't forget,' in Romanian and Russian.
My husband was chief editor of this collection. Yefim died in April 2003. On the day of his funeral I
saw how much he was loved in Kishinev: by Jews and Moldovans alike. Many people came to pay
their respects to him. We buried him near my parents' graves. Employees of Hesed Yehuda, our
charity center, helped me to make all necessary arrangements. I invited a rabbi and he recited the
Kiddush. I installed a red granite gravestone on his grave to match my parents' gravestone. I'm
alone but my son often visits me and I teach at the Conservatory. I have a few students. At the
invitation of Joint I teach talented Jewish children composition. One of the officials in Israel said,
'the accomplishments of the Jews of the Diaspora are the achievements of Israel.' Hesed Yehuda
provides assistance to me: a volunteer comes to clean my apartment once a week and I also
receive food packages.
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