
Semyon Nezhynski With Commanding
Officers And General David Dragunski 

These are commanding officers of the 145 motor infantry division. I am the 1st on the left,
commanding officer of division. In the center: commander of Guards Army 7, our division was a
part of it: David Dragunski, a Jew, General, twofold Hero of the Soviet Union. This photo was taken
in Batumi in 1968. In 1960 general David Dragunskiy, a Jewish man, twofold Hero of the Soviet
Union, became commander of Guards Army 7. Many people still blame him that he had to be chief
of the anti-Zionist committee as a party member during the period of Stalin's rule. I don't think it
was his fault: in those years he couldn't refuse from being what he was. I was deputy chief of
operations department in a division in the army where Dragunskiy was commander. Later the chief
of the operations department went to Cuba as a counselor and I became acting chief of the
operations department in Yerevan. It lasted for a year. In 1962 I was elected deputy of military at a
district council of people's deputies. I took an active part in all sessions of this council. I was
responsible for protection of interests of the military and their families. In early 1964 I was
appointed chief of headquarters of the 145 motor rifle division in Batumi, the capital of the Ajaria
Autonomous Republic in Georgia. I served in this division until 1969. During the last year and a half
I was commanding officer of this division. To some extent this position of commanding officer
played a wicked joke on me. Skachenko, the general of the army, commander of Transcaucasia
military regiment, recommended me for the position of chief of headquarters of corps, that was to
be occupied by a lieutenant general, but when the new commander of the regiment arrived he
said: 'I cannot allow a division at the frontier to have no commanding officer. Until a new
commanding officer arrives, colonel Nezhynski will stay here'. There - I had to stay. I was
commanding officer of the division until September 1968 when general Mishagin, a new
commanding officer, arrived to take command of my division. I returned to my position of chief of
headquarters of the division. Of course, I felt hurt. I decided it was time to retire from the army. In
May 1969 I retired from the army. I was allowed to continue wearing my uniform and I also got a
military pension.
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