
Mieczyslaw Najman With An Accountant In
A State-Owned Company In Walbrzych 

This is me with an accountant in the firm I was managing. I?m the one on the right. It was probably
still in Walbrzych, where I was responsible for the supplies department in the coal mine. There,
above us, you can see a quotation from Lenin's works. There were four mines in Walbrzych, I go to
one of them. The director. Good day, I tell him what my profession is, that I left the military, I want
to work because I have a wife and children to provide for. We weren't officially married. I already
have a place to stay, and whatever job you can offer me, I'll take it.' He says, 'You see, there's this
job: there are the mines, all these workers, and we have a problem feeding them. I'll give you three
trucks and two Germans with guns and you'll drive around, offering coal in exchange for food. And
so I rode like that for a month but then something didn't click. The director was an endek from
before the war, I learned only later. I ask why I am fired. He says, 'You got it wrong, there was a
misunderstanding. You didn't understand what we meant. You'll work, you'll be the head of the
whole supplies department, we congratulate you.' Meantime, the party was organizing itself. Some
miners came from Katowice and Sosnowiec, 'Will you join the party?' 'Well, why not, of course!' And
I joined. They tell me, 'You know, you have to watch your step, the director above you, all these
people must be gotten rid of. They're all of noble birth and enemies of People's Poland?' I went to
see the director. 'You see, I don't fire you, but a new government will come, and you have a past
that I don't.' I worked there for two or three months and I hear, 'You'll be the head of supplies for all
the mines.' I worked in that position for almost a year and finally the party calls me. 'Comrade
Najman, we've watched how you work, because no one wants to work as hard as you do, ride the
tractors, organize the exchange, no matter what the weather, in freezing cold? You didn't look at
the money, only to feed these miners, for this mine to operate as it should. We have a directorial
position for you at the gardening enterprise.' 'I have no experience.' 'You'll learn, the most
important part is to plant, you're a great manager, you've shown what you can do, demonstrated
your talent.'
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