
Berta Nusan 

This is my mother Berta Nussan (nee Goldenberg). The photo was taken in Sofia in 1935. My
mother was born in Ruse. Her mother tongue was Yiddish and Bulgarian, but she spoke several
other languages: French, German, Russian, and English. She had graduated from a German college
in Ruse, which was a high level of education for a woman at that time. At home we spoke Bulgarian
and Yiddish. My mother was an educated woman. Although she had graduated from a German
college in Ruse and despite the fact that she spoke several languages, after her marriage she was
devoted to bringing up her children, born every second year. She was a very noble person. She
lived for the sake of helping people. There weren't bad people according to her. She was ready to
help anyone yet she never took part in charity organizations. Her genuine goodness was expressed
in many cases, which I would love to share with you. She never yelled at us, nor did she punish us.
Calmness was the most important thing to her. She always taught us to forgive people and to
never get angry. She was tall, with a white face and blue eyes; the only blue eyes in our family.
She always put her hair up in a bun. She didn't use make up and always dressed in a plain manner.
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