
Panni Koltai, Piri Deri And Gyula Krausz 

This photo was taken in Cece in 1939. My sister Piri Deri, nee Friedmann and her first husband
Gyula Krausz were visiting us. Gyula is standing in the middle, I am to his right and my sister is to
his left. My family liked to come to visit us because they had very nice meals at our place, we had a
lot of eggs and milk and I prepared nice meals for them. We lived in Cece from 1937 to 1942. When
I got married and moved there, I thought that I would move to a normal place. But when I got off
the train in the evening and started looking for the village I found nothing. Because it really was
just a village compared to Eger. So, I got off the train and said to myself: 'It's ok, I will find it in the
morning'. And I woke up the next morning and there was nothing there, just the wilderness. I just
couldn't stand living in a village. Eger wasn't a big place but it was still a town. However, I had to
get used to village life because I knew that my husband wouldn't find a job anywhere else. Our
house had two rooms but I couldn't furnish both, I only had enough furniture for one. We had some
animals, geese, ducks and so on and we also had a garden. I was always very active, and I learned
about gardens and gardening as well. There was a farmer at the lumber-yard, who looked after the
lumber-yard with his family. He was in charge of the goods and he gave out the merchandise to the
customers. Pista worked in the office. Those yard people helped us in all they could. They were
called yard people because they ranged the tiles and everything else. We always had many dogs
and we had to have many because the money [the daily returns] was always there until we mailed
it in the evening.
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