
Istvan Pollak 

This is Istvan Pollak, the son of Uncle Lipu Pollak, photographed in 1947 in Eger. Istvan emigrated
to Antwerp after the war and became a diamond cutter there. His sister Boriska also lived there
with him. He became very religious. Uncle Lipu was Mom's brother. He was quite wealthy. There
was a haberdashery in Eger, the biggest Jewish business, which was Uncle Lipu's. Uncle Lipu looked
almost like anyone else in the Pollak family - they all had round Jewish faces. But he was blond and
one could see that he had longer payes. The Pollaks were all ginger-haired. And we all inherited
this, we were all blond, my sisters and I. Uncle Lipu had a beard, they [the male members of the
Pollak family] made sure that they all wore a beard. He also had a hat but the Pollaks didn't display
their religiosity so much in their appearance. They really observed all the religious precepts. There

www.centropa.org/en/photo/istvan-pollak

https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/istvan-pollak
https://www.centropa.org


had always been some disagreement between Uncle Lipu's and our family because Dad was a
more modern Hungarian Jew. My father also had a mustache [like his father], and he paid special
attention to twirling it; he was a very meticulous man. He dressed in typical Hungarian clothes as
well. His shoes were always shining. So, he put great emphasis on his appearance. Uncle Lipu died
of a natural death in Eger before the war.
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