
Vladimir Goldman In A Tank 

This is me in a tank in Arkhangelsk in 1955 when I was in the army. In 1953, when Stalin died, I was
taking a course of practical training at the Lvov Instrumentation Factory. All employees were
listening to the radio broadcast about his death. Many of them were crying. My fellow students and
I decided to become Komsomol members. When I returned to Odessa I submitted my request, but I
was rejected. This was the impact of the Doctors' Plot. Jews were not admitted to the Komsomol or
to the Communist Party. However, the district Komsomol committee explained their rejection was
my lack of knowledge of the Beriya report. I finished college in 1953 and expressed my wish to go
to work in Arkhangelsk [2,000 km from Odessa]. My fellow students, Musik Volodarskiy and Senia,
also came with me. We received an apartment in Severo-Dvinsk. We worked in a laboratory in
Arkhangelsk. We were responsible for the inspection of all instrumentation to be installed in
submarines. We arrived in Arkhangelsk in August, and in November Musik and I were recruited to
the army. We were sent to a tank school in Arkhangelsk. We didn't get sufficient food there. At the
beginning we had some savings to buy white bread and butter, but gradually we switched to
buying brown bread and margarine until we ran out of money. After lunch at the canteen we put
bread in our pockets to have it later. After school we were assigned to tank units. By the end of my
service I was promoted to the rank of junior lieutenant and became the commander of a tank. I
entered the Komsomol league. When I returned to Odessa in 1955 my sister Tamara bought me my
first suit.
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