
Maria Horowitz And Friends 

This is a picture of my mom, Maria Borowicz (nee Grünwald) and her friends, Mr. Jacobson and a
lady, whose name I don?t remember. It was taken in Warsaw, during World War II, when my mom
was living on the Aryan side under a fake name. In 1942 we were in Skole, near Lwow. Most people
lived in the camp but some lived outside and only came to work. I was allowed to live with my
parents, so at least I ate something. People were really hungry, all stores were closed. The only
food you could get was ordinary grain, not even flour but groats, and only in return for things. We
got rid of almost everything we had. There was no money, the Soviet money was invalid, the Polish
money had long been invalid, and the German money was not in circulation. We lived at a doctor's,
his name was Doctor Sokal, all the tenants were Jews. The Germans went from home to home and,
through the Judenrat, took things from people, one time it was jewelry, another time it was radios,
yet another it was fur coats. They threw people out of their homes and took the better ones for
themselves. The head of the Judenrat in Skole was Doctor Rares. There were many Jews there,
some educated ones: lawyers, doctors. The grave situation ended thanks to my younger sister. One
day Irka said we couldn't live like that anymore and went to look for help. She went to Warsaw
where her husband's aunt, Mrs. Oberlederowa, lived. The Oberleders had purchased false papers in
the name Piekarzewski. They had a friend there, Mrs. Ratomska, who helped Jews. Irka said she
wanted such papers too and bought papers for herself and her daughter. And went there with Zosia
[her daughter]. Then she bought Aryan papers for our mother in the name Sawicka, and for our
father in the name Matusiewicz. My mother decided to go to Warsaw to join Irka but my father said
he wouldn't go on false papers no matter what, and he stayed in Skole with me.
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