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Leonid Mariasis’s Grandfather Mihel
Patlazhan
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My grandfather Mihel Patlazhan, an entrepreneur in Kishinev in 1932.

My mother's father Mikhel Patlazhan born in Kishinev in 1872 was a wealthy man. He owned a few
houses and he leased apartments. | think he finished cheder. He observed Jewish tradition when
they were in no conflict with his business. If he had business on Saturday, he did it instead of
celebrating Sabbath. He wore no beard and smoked on Saturday. But still my grandfather went to
the synagogue on big holidays like Purim, Pesach, Yom-Kippur and Hanukkah. My grandfather was
very close with his older brother Pynia. Born in 1868 that owned the textile business. | don't know
anything about Pynia's family. He always came alone when we were visiting my grandfather in
Kishinev. Pynia and Grandfather Mikhel Patlazhan perished in 1941 when fascists came to Kishinev.

They spoke Yiddish in the family. All girls knew Russian well as they had studied at the Russian
grammar school. They were moderately religious. They went to the synagogue on big Jewish
holidays, followed some of the kashruth rules. None of the family ate pork and there was matsa at
home at Pesach.
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