
Leon Lifsches After World War II 

This is me in the 1950s. I’m not sure where this picture was taken.

Following the liberation of Warsaw, in 1945, I was sent back to Lublin, and directly from there,
already released from service, to Silesia, to Katowice, and from Katowice to Bielsko, because the
rule was that all officers and professionals were sent to areas they knew to join the reconstruction
effort there. I took part in the reconstruction of industry.

I was a member of the Polish Workers’ Party, a party official; I served for some time as secretary
for economic matters on the provincial committee in Bielsko. All the time in the textile industry, in
the Textile Industry Federation, and in 1952 I was transferred to Warsaw.

I met my wife in 1945. She had also come from Lublin, delegated by the PPR Central Committee.
Her name was Zofia Kubik, born in 1919. She wasn’t Jewish, but she fought in a partisan unit in the
Rzeszow area. She was a dressmaker by profession.

I have two sons. Andrzej was born on 3rd November 1946, and Marek on 12th May 1950.

In Warsaw I worked at the Ministry of Crafts, as the head of the military department, and then in
the State Reserves Office, I don’t remember since when. I was fired as part of the March story.
People were harassed, fired from their jobs, my son was expelled from Warsaw University. The
famous philosopher, Kotarbinski intervened on his behalf. My son was friend with his grandson and
after some time he was readmitted to the university.
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I got a job at a cooperative called Optima. I worked for some two years there as deputy chief
executive for sales, but eventually left because the company was utterly corrupt and they wanted
me to participate in their swindles, so I called it quits and took early retirement, at the age of 55 –
that is in 1970.
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