
Alexandru Kohn At School In Evacuation 

This photo was taken in Tinca in 1940, during the evacuation. I'm in the last row, along with several
of my classmates.

During the evacuation they established a school for Jewish children. There was a schoolmistress
who had also been evacuated, and she taught the children under the community’s guidance. This
is how I learned until the fourth grade, after which I learned privately. Thank God we were in a
decent financial situation, which enabled my parents to hire a private teacher who prepared me for
the first year of high school. I started with high school at the age of eleven or twelve, in 1943. I
finished the first year of high school – which corresponds now to the 9th grade – at the Jewish
Theoretical High School in Timisoara. I only actually went to Timisoara for the exams. During this
period my parents lived in Ginta.

In Timisoara I stayed with a relative on my father’s side of the family. Roza Marton, my father’s
sister, had a daughter, Elena, married to a man by the name of Bela in Timisoara. They had one
child, who was some two years older than me, and whose name I can no longer recall. I do
remember that they lived in the Mehala district, where I stayed with them.

From 1944 until 1945 I attended the Jewish high school in Arad, where I finished the second grade
of high school. We had two subjects relating to Judaism in the Jewish high school: religion and
Hebrew. The school was located in the city center, next to the present headquarters of the Liberal
Party. We were some 23 in my class – quite a lot. Upon graduating we had the right to enroll in a
state school, so from the third grade onwards I attended the Moise Nicoara College. In school I
always liked chemistry a lot, although my favorite teacher taught Romanian and grammar. Of
course I liked the chemistry teacher as well. My least favorite subjects were those relating to
accountancy. After graduating from Moise Nicoara I attended the Textile Technical School in Arad.
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